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Steve was born and raised right 

here in Great Falls. He came to

the Mission for the first time about

six years ago. “I’d never stayed in a

Mission before. I was having

problems with alcohol, and a friend

I knew heard about the Discipleship

Program and told me to come

down and check it out.

“I went through the program

and I graduated, and things were

looking good. I was working and I

had a place to stay. I was staying

with my mom and dad, taking care

of them because they were kind of

elderly. I was helping them out,

and it was helping me out at the

same time. When my

mom passed

away, my

brother moved

my dad into

another

place and

sold the

house.

“I was just working job-to-job.

Then things really fell to the bottom.

I used up all my money and my

brother finally said, ‘Well, you

know you can go back down to the

Mission and do the program again.’

So I went through the program,

graduated a second time, and
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Visit Us Today!

While we would rather 
take you on a personal

tour and show first-hand what
you and others help us do, you
now can learn about us in the
privacy of your own home or
office. Please visit us today at
www.GFRescueMission.org
and learn about:  

● How your support is making
a difference in the lives of needy
men, women and children here
in North Central Montana
● Ways you can volunteer your
time at the Mission
● Donating securely online,
which saves us administrative
costs and allows your gift 
to be put to work immediately.✟

326 2nd Avenue • P.O. Box 127 • Great Falls, MT 59403-0127 • www.GFRescueMission.org

“I started drinking
again and things fell
apart from there.”

(continued on page 2)



If the Mission were a holiday, it 

would surely be Easter! Easter is

spring sunshine after a dark winter.

Easter is a time when the earth is

reborn. And Easter is hope – hope

for a better life, hope for a

tomorrow with enough food and

shelter, hope for change.

Thanks to your support, the

lives of men, women and children

are transformed here at Great Falls

Rescue Mission because they have

found hope. You can see it in their

eyes and hear it in their voices

when they share their stories.

Through your gifts of time and

money and through your prayers,

you bring hope to the people in our

Dear Friends,

This winter has been a busy

time for us here at Great Falls

Rescue Mission. We continue to

provide a refuge from the cold for

more people than ever. Some nights

we have needed to sleep men on

mats and families have stayed in

the playroom and TV room. Even

though we have been crowded,

everybody has been kept warm.

As we look forward to a break

from the cold, as we move into

spring, as the months transform

from brown and cold to green and

warm, we also see

transformation in

the lives of the

men, women and

children we work

with. They come

here cold, tired, lonely, hungry and

hurting. We share the hope of Jesus

with them. It is wonderful to see

the new creations that those who

accept Christ become.

Thank you for being a part of

this ministry as we share the hope

of the risen Christ this Easter and

throughout the coming year.

“A Beacon of Hope Since 1963”

Eric Burger, Executive Director

Services Provided in 2007
Meals ............................................55,310

Men Sheltered.................................9,499

Women & Children Sheltered.........9,811

Chapel Attendance........................13,012

Optical Clinics .....................................75

Chiropractic Clinics .............................24

Dental Clinics....................................162

Medical Hours....................................388

A Message From Eric Burger

EasterNeedsList

We Are Easter People!We Are Easter People!

now I’m doing an internship.”
Steve works at the front desk

under Mike, our Emergency
Shelter Coordinator, and is
thinking about getting training
from a national rescue college
that will enable him to become a
full-time Mission employee.
Thanks to support from our
donors, Steve is back on his feet
and getting ready to give back to
the community that helped him!✟

It Was the Mission...
(continued from page 1)

Thanksgiving
Wrap-Up

Thank you to all of the
volunteers, donors and staff

who provided the time, energy
and food that made it possible
for Great Falls Rescue Mission
to reach out to hungry and
hurting people this
Thanksgiving season. We served
a family Thanksgiving meal as
well as our traditional Great
Thanksgiving Banquet and also
gave out a number of food
baskets, providing a total of
nearly 350 meals. ✟

Upcoming
Events
Good Friday 

Dinner ..................M
arch 21

Easter Egg Hunt ...March 21

Annual Banquet .....April 21
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Sandra was born and raised in 

Montana. When her mother

was dying, she came home to

spend the time they had left

together. “She was like a sister to

me and we went everywhere. When

she died my world just fell apart. It

seemed that my whole life went

down the tubes. I started doing

drugs and drinking. I started using

my check to gamble.” 

Before she came to Haven of

Hope, our shelter for women

and families, Sandra

had been at an

assisted living

facility because

of health

problems.

It was

there that she met and married her

husband and there that her

drinking, gambling and drug use

got her into real trouble. Arrested

for drug possession, Sandra spent

six days in jail and had nowhere to

turn when she was released. At

Haven of Hope, we opened our

doors and our arms and took her in.

“They help me whenever they

can. As long as you abide by the

rules, you’ve got a place to stay for

as long as you need. I know

sometime soon I’m going to have

to find a place of my own, but I 

got to get through these court

things first before I can try that.

Every time I go to court someone

from the Mission goes with 

me. The people here have been

just wonderful.    And I’ve

found God. I didn’t

know He

could

help so

much!”✟

I Didn’t Know God Could
Help So Much!

Camp Life Light

We will be in need of
summer missionaries

and youth groups to help with
our summer activities that
impact the lives of homeless and
at-risk children in our
community. We hold a Day
Camp that runs for six weeks
throughout the summer and a
one-week overnight camp at the
end of the summer. These
camps include such activities as
Scripture memorization, crafts,
games, swimming, various
outings and learning about
Jesus. If you have an interest in
being a summer missionary or
volunteering your time this
summer, please call Brian at
406-761-2653.✟

community who need it most.

With your help and hope, they

overcome poverty, addictions and

suffering and move on to live

healthier, happier, more hopeful

lives!

Please help us continue to bring

this message of hope to those in

need by sending a special Easter gift

today.

You may use the

enclosed envelope, or make a

secure gift online at

www.GFRescueMission.org.✟ 3

Prayer RequestsPlease pray for:
● Mentally ill homeless as theydeal with the extreme cold.● Our volunteers as they reachout to hurting people.● Our Christian Discipleshipand Humbled HeartsProgram graduates as theymove into a new phase intheir lives.

● Single moms (andsometimes dads) staying at the Haven of Hope.



Great Falls Rescue Mission is a non-profit, Christian organization committed to caring for the hungry, hurting and homeless of North Central Montana. The Mission believes lives can be
changed by actively demonstrating and sharing the love of Jesus Christ and meeting a person’s spiritual, physical, emotional and social needs. Great Falls Rescue Mission’s various
ministries ease the burden of the most vulnerable, rebuild the lives of the broken and offer dignity to those who feel cast aside. 

Honorary and Memorial gifts are thoughtful ways to pay tribute to special people. Tributes received after January 2, 2008 will be
published in our next issue of The Beacon. Persons being honored are listed in bold.

Great Falls Rescue Mission Tributes

Please return this completed form with your donation. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

� $17.90 for 10 meals and care 
� $26.85 for 15 meals and care
� $53.70 for 30 meals and care
� $____________to help as much as possible

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

E-MAIL ADDRESS

� Bill my credit card:  
� VISA  � MC  � AMEX  � DISC

CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE PHONE #

� Please send me information about your monthly giving club.

EASTO8

Donate online at www.GFRescueMission.org, or call 406-761-2653

Great Falls Rescue Mission
P.O. Box 127 
Great Falls, MT  59403-0127

Here’s My Special Easter GiftHere’s My Special Easter Gift
Use it to bring Help and Hope to Great Falls’ and North Central Montana’s neediest people.

Memorials
In Memory of Given by

Arnold Allen Jim & Vera Dorsey
Katey Rae Lynn Arthur Jamie & Lonnie Arthur
Jimmy, Jake & Ray Frederick & Julie O’Neil

Austin
Mae Baumann Jan & Dwayne Irvin

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Tronson
James Bernasek Frank & Lois Stimac
Esther Lillian Bolke Alvina Stroop

Duane & Mary Jane 
Tollefson

Elizabeth Evenson
Evelyn Shoal
Kenneth & Delores 

Evenson
Paul Buck Francis & Anne Burke
Keith Buckles Beverly Mitchell
Brian Burchak David & Susie Ripley
Marvin Calahan Donald & Helen Knutson
Max Clawiter Patricia Knottnerus
Rosalie Clinard Glenn Stoner
Olga Connor Jerry & Barbara Perers of 

Jerry Peter’s Trucking
Thomas Cookson Michael & Rosemary Kent
Pete Cote Donald & Leanne Wilson

Leonard & Evelyn Cote
Donald & Leanne Wilson

G.F. Dahlman Adam & Barb Dahlman
Adam P. Dahlman Adam & Barbara Dahlman
Ed, Wanda, Leigh & Jerry & Barbara Peters of 

Karen Davis Jerry Peters’ Trucking
Bruce M. DeZort Ramona Scofield
Howard Dryland Patricia Knottnerus
Judy Eagen Donald & Leanne Wilson
Drucilla Epperson Bob & Marlene Dillard
Gary Felstead Mrs. Gary Felstead
Kay Fowler Juanita Rosales
Pauline Grena Patricia Grena

Elaine Reeves
Agnes Grosskop Janet Anderson
Ruth Hankins Susan Franklin
Dick Harwood Hazel Brelje

In Memory of Given by

Theodore A. Hoff Mr. & Mrs. Ken Allen
Charlie Horton Elizabeth DeLoach
Arvo & Arvi Kangas Luella Kangas
Charles R. Kemp Bernice M. Kemp
Lance Koke Richard & Carol Winchell
Frank Kolar Mrs. Mary Kolar
Edith Kortum Janet Anderson
Samantha Kuehn Glen & Ann Kuehn
Harvey Laubach Jan & Dwayne Irvin
Joel Lovelien Bernice Beck
Lawrence Lucero Jr. Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Varty
Emma & Luella Lundby Mrs. Jan Smith

Jan Smith
Jack Mahood Cecelia Kincaid
Cedric Maurer Elfriede Maurer
Larry Maurer James & Alexis Munroe
Donald E. McGregor Mabel McGregor
Jody Menge Gloria Hartman
Lorna Milch Dr. Frederick & 

Anna Sherer
Bette Moreni Barbara & John Toenyes
Bill & Marthele Olson Mr.& Mrs. Jim Johnson
Paul Olson Margaret Olson
Olive Orme Jim & Edna Elrod
Duran Kohm & Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Eklund

Barb Osborne
Gil & Arlene Skaer, Ron & Melinda Winchell

Janet Pfennings
Liz Pohlod Patricia Grena
Alice Price Bev Rindal
Betty Rada Mr. & Mrs. William Leach
Elizabeth Rada Dick & Diana Anderson

Marjorie Carter & Karen 
Sauke

Raymond & Carla 
Courtnage

Void Richtscheid J.L. Dustin, DMD
Dorthy Robison Bob & Norma 

Nommensen
Rosemary Dr. John Margaris
Brian Rothera Melba Booth

In Memory of Given by
Exene Russell Jan & Dwayne Irvin
Lui Salina MJ Boyd, Jr.
Bill Spicher Alan & Joyce Ryan
Kari Taylen Helen & Clarence Wiprud
Joe Thompson Kevin & Tina Peterson
Homer Thompson Mr. & Mrs. Herb Tronson
Glen Thoreson Ivan & Jeanette 

Wollersheum
Jim & Helen Thorn Patrick & Coni Thorn
Winifred Uhlich Edward & Joyce Schepp
Donna Underdal Esther Shoquist

John & Beverly Williams
John Harmon,  Cecelia Harmon

Tina Strank, John & 
Francis Van Tighem

Barbara VanKoten Doug VanKoten
Charles Varney Bill & Colleen Gerdeman
Lloyd Ward Jon & Shirley Fuglestad
Leonard Weissman Gregory & Dawn Holt
John & Emma Wilkinson Esther Schroer
Dorothy, Mike & Ron & Melinda Winchell

Dick Winchel

In Honor of Given by
Jack & Robin Allaire Catherine Dolbinski
Elizabeth & Michael Catherine Dolbinski

Best Family
Jim Duffy Masons of Great Falls
Pauline Grena Pat Grena
Bill & Agnes Harshaw R.L. Harshaw
Rick & Beki Harshaw Agnes M. Harshaw
Mary Rau & Sandy Hick Diane Anderson
Ray Koby Masons of Great Falls
Elsie Murphy Pin’ N Cue Employees
Tim Murphy Employees of Tim Murphy
Kate & Royce Shipley FA & JA Potter
Rudy Uhlich Edward & Joyce Schepp
Barbara Urquhart Margaret Granger
Cecil & Lynne Walborn Tom & Jacquelynn Fultz
Jan & Roger Wolter Kristie Wolter
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